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1
COMPUTER BASED FLUID FLOW
VELOCITY ESTIMATION FROM
CONCENTRATIONS OF A REACTING
CONSTITUENT FOR PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a Continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/109,407, entitled “COMPUTER-
BASED FLUID FLOW VELOCITY ESTIMATION FROM
CONCENTRATIONS OF A REACTING CONSTITUENT
FOR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES?”, filed on Dec. 17,2013,
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to fluid dynamics,
and more specifically, to estimating the average velocity of a
flowing fluid mixture from observed concentrations of a
reacting constituent of the fluid.

A variety of devices and methods are available for measur-
ing the volumetric flow rate of a fluid are available. Typical
flow measurement devices include turbine meters, venturi
meters, orifice plate meters, pressure drop measurements,
ultrasonic meters, and flumes, among others. Flow measure-
ment devices often are inserted into a pipe or flow channel.
Such invasive techniques are inconvenient and expensive.

Some existing flow meters determine the flow rate ofa fluid
based on a comparison of the static pressure and the dynamic
pressure of the fluid at a given location. Other flow meters are
available that estimate the flow rate of a fluid based on a
relationship between the fluid temperature and the kinematic
viscosity of the fluid.

Still other fluid flow meters are available that determine the
travel time of exhaust gas between two points by measuring
the fluctuating concentration of a component gas in the
exhaust flow at each of the two points. The exhaust gas veloc-
ity may be calculated based on the distance between the two
points and the time required for the exhaust gas to travel
between the two points.

Fluid flow control systems are available that use a reactive
transport model to determine a desired flow rate in a fluid flow
control system. A typical flow control system of this type uses
a reaction-diffusion equation and a conservation of mass
equation to model the chlorine concentration profile along a
contact basin in order to determine the appropriate flow rate
the system that will result in a desired concentration of chlo-
rine in a location of the basin at a particular point in time.

In addition, fluid constituent concentration measuring
instruments are available that use fluid temperature and flow
rate as inputs to determine an applicable impedance change
per unit time—particulate concentration constant from a pre-
determined table, which may be obtained in advance by
experiment or calculated.

Some existing water distribution systems include relatively
few sensors. This sparsity is especially prevalent for flow
meters, because these often are expensive to install and costly
to maintain. Flow meters often are available only at the inlet
to a relatively expansive metered area of a distribution sys-
tem. Even in cases where individual consumers have flow
meters, sampling rates generally have low temporal resolu-
tion. The general lack of available flow measurement makes it
difficult to evaluate usage and locate leakage. Nevertheless, in
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many water distribution systems, measurements of water
quality parameters, such as chlorine concentration, have
become more common.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
method for estimating a fluid flow velocity includes receiv-
ing, with a processing device, a plurality of observations
corresponding to a concentration of a constituent of a flowing
fluid mixture, and computing a final estimate of an average
velocity of the flowing fluid mixture based at least in part on
the observations, wherein the constituent is undergoing a
chemical reaction and the computing implements a reactive
transport model.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
a system for estimating a fluid flow velocity includes an
assimilative flow estimator configured to receive a plurality of
observations corresponding to a concentration of a constitu-
ent of a flowing fluid mixture and compute a final estimate of
an average velocity of the flowing fluid mixture based at least
in part on the observations, wherein the constituent is under-
going a chemical reaction and the computing implements a
reactive transport model.

According to yet another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a computer program product for estimating a fluid flow
velocity includes a computer readable storage medium hav-
ing program code embodied therewith, the program code
executable by a computer to implement receiving a plurality
of observations corresponding to a concentration of a con-
stituent of a flowing fluid mixture, and computing a final
estimate of an average velocity of the flowing fluid mixture
based at least in part on the observations, wherein the con-
stituent is undergoing a chemical reaction and the computing
implements a reactive transport model.

Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present invention. Other embodiments
and aspects of the invention are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed invention. For a better
understanding of the invention with the advantages and the
features, refer to the description and to the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The forgoing and other
features, and advantages of the invention are apparent from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a partial cutaway drawing of an apparatus in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of an apparatus in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a method in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide systems and
methods to infer the average velocity of a flowing fluid mix-
ture from observed concentrations of a reacting constituent of
the fluid. In many real-world fluid-handling systems, the
volumetric flow rate of the fluid as well as the concentration
of one or more constituents of the fluid are of interest. Con-
ventionally, flow rate and constituent concentrations have
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been individually estimated by separate, dedicated measure-
ment devices. By inferring the fluid flow rate from observed
concentrations of a reacting constituent of the fluid, an
embodiment of the present invention may provide an estimate
of the volumetric flow rate without necessitating a dedicated
flow measurement device.

An embodiment provides a method for estimating the
velocity of a flowing fluid. A prerequisite condition for the
method requires that the fluid include a constituent substance
undergoing a chemical reaction in a system of interest. The
method may include collecting multiple observations, or
measurements, of the concentration of the constituent sub-
stance in the fluid mixture in the system. The observations
may be taken from one or more sensors at a single location or
at multiple locations in the path of the fluid flow. The method
may further include producing or receiving an estimate of the
accuracy of the individual concentration measurements.

The method may develop an initial, or a priori, estimate of
the volumetric flow rate of the fluid in the system of interest.
The method may further assimilate the concentration obser-
vations, as well as the a priori flow rate estimate, into a
reactive transport model that models the constituent in the
system, and obtain an a posteriori estimate of the fluid veloc-
ity and corresponding volumetric flow rate using the reactive
transport model.

Anembodiment may provide a relatively inexpensive tech-
nique for modeling flow rate using readily available measure-
ments of constituent concentrations, enabling flow rate esti-
mates to be made at more locations in a system. Estimating
flow rates at additional locations may increase the accuracy of
network simulation models, for example, enabling leak
detection, which may improve network management and
operation.

An embodiment provides a system for estimating the
velocity of a flowing fluid. The system may receive concen-
tration measurements of a reacting substance in the fluid
mixture as input. The system may implement a parametric
description of the reaction process and a linear transport
model that describes the transport of the reacting substance
by the fluid flow. The system may employ numerical tech-
niques for solving partial differential equations, such as finite
differencing, along with minimax data assimilation to pro-
vide estimated fluid flow velocity, as well as uncertainty
characteristics for the estimated flow.

With reference now to FIG. 1, a fluid 10 flowing at an
average velocity, u,,,, 12 in a conduit 14 is shown. The fluid 10
may contain a mixture or solution including a constituent
substance 16 undergoing a chemical reaction. In an embodi-
ment, the conduit 14 may include a closed conduit, such as a
pipe or a tunnel, as shown in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodi-
ment, the conduit 14 may include an open conduit, such a
channel, a stream or a river.

The conduit 14 may extend generally along an axis 18, or
path of flow, atleast from a proximal reference point, x,, 20 to
adistal reference point x,, 22. Of course, a person of ordinary
skill in the art will readily apprehend that the conduit 14 need
not extend straight along the axis 18, but rather, it will suffice
that an average distance traveled by the flowing fluid 10 may
be estimated along the path of flow.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a fluid flow velocity estimator 30
in accordance with the present invention may infer the aver-
age velocity of a flowing fluid mixture from observed con-
centrations of a reacting constituent of the fluid 10. The fluid
flow velocity estimator 30 may include a concentration sensor
32, a preliminary flow generator 34, an assimilative flow
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estimator 36, uncertainty predictor 38, storage media 40 and
aprocessing device 42, all of which may be communicatively
connected by data links 44.

The concentration sensor 32 may be communicatively
coupled to the conduit 14, for example, at a location, x,,, 26
along the length of the conduit 14, as shown in FIG. 1. In an
embodiment, the concentration sensor 32 may be introduced
into the conduit 14 by way of an existing fixture, fitting or
orifice that has been communicatively coupled to the conduit
14 for another purpose. The concentration sensor 32, may be
configured to take one or more measurements, or observa-
tions, of the concentration of the constituent substance 16.
The concentration sensor 32 may send the concentration
observations to the assimilative flow estimator 36.

The preliminary flow generator 34 may develop an a priori
estimate of the flow rate. For example, the preliminary flow
generator 34 may receive as input known information regard-
ing the fluid flow system, such as the conduit size or diameter,
a historical flow rate, the number of homes or size of com-
munity serviced, or the like, and create an estimate of the
volumetric flow rate of the system and corresponding average
fluid flow velocity 12 in the conduit 14. The preliminary flow
generator 34 may send the a priori estimate to the assimilative
flow estimator 36. In an alternate embodiment, the fluid flow
velocity estimator 30 may be configured to receive the a priori
flow rate or velocity estimate as an input.

The assimilative flow estimator 36 may be configured to
receive the concentration observations, or measurements, of
the constituent substance 16 from the concentration sensor
32. For example, the assimilative flow estimator 36 may
receive atime-series of sequential concentration observations
taken at location x,,, 26.

The assimilative flow estimator 36 may implement a reac-
tive transport model, including one or more partial differen-
tial equations, that relates constituent concentrations at a
location and time with a corresponding fluid flow velocity and
other parameters. In an embodiment, an uncertain forcing
term and uncertain transport coefficients may reflect limited
knowledge regarding the fluid velocity. In an embodiment,
the reactive transport model may be implemented in forward
and/or backward in time.

In an alternative embodiment, the assimilative flow esti-
mator 36 may receive the relevant reactive transport model as
an input. The assimilative flow estimator 36 may assimilate
the concentration observations, as well as the a priori esti-
mate, into the reactive transport model and find a solution to
the partial differential equations in order to estimate the aver-
age velocity 12 of the fluid 10 in the conduit 14.

As an example of a specific application of the fluid flow
velocity estimator 30, chlorine concentration in a single pipe
may be exemplified. A chlorine probe at a particular location
along the pipe may record chlorine concentrations in the pipe,
for example, at 15-minute time intervals. The objective is to
infer the time-series flow rate, or the corresponding flow
velocity, from the observed series of chlorine concentrations.

The behavior of chlorine concentration in water systems is
well-studied and is affected by several mechanisms, includ-
ing chemical reaction, radial diffusion, and axial advection.
The principle mechanism is reaction. Thus, although the con-
centration across the pipe varies to some extent as a result of
decay, a one-dimensional reactive transport model may be
used for water quality simulation:
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C(x, 1) _ IC(x

)
a1 —ulr)

aexh + K(D)C(x, 1)

s (65)]
ax

where C is the chlorine concentration at the location in the
pipe, u is the fluid flow velocity, t represents time, and the
concentration decays according to the first order constant, K.

In this case, a numerical solution is preferable, because a
direct analytical solution to the partial differential equation is
not readily available. For example, a finite-difference
approach may be employed with upwinded differences used
in space. Implementing a simple uniform grid in space and the
Crank-Nicolson implicit scheme in time with upwinded dif-
ference expressions and third order approximates yields the
following approximated spatial derivatives:

BC[ _ th;z - 6C;,1 +3C; +2C;+1+
ax 6Ax

(22)

where two upwind points are available (that is, i=3 .. . N-1);

9C;  =2Ci-1 =3Ci +6Cir1+ = Cinz (2b)
ox 6Ax

where only one upwind point is available (that is, i=2);
8C;  ~2Ci3 +9Ci5 —18C; + 11 (2¢)

Bx 6Ax

where no downstream points are available (at the last point in
the domain). This results in a linear system of equations that
can be solved to estimate the velocity of the fluid flow in the
pipe. Of course, a person of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that the partial differential equations may be modi-
fied to create reactive transport models for systems that are
more complex than a single pipe.

The uncertainty estimator 38 may be configured to receive
information about the observation noise, for example, from a
database in the storage media 40. For example, in an embodi-
ment, the uncertainty estimator 38 may receive a statistical
uncertainty description in the form of ellipsoidal bounding
sets. In an embodiment, the bounding sets may be represented
by symmetric positive definite matrices of appropriate dimen-
sions. The uncertainty estimator 38 may create a statistical
uncertainty estimate regarding the estimated fluid flow.

The storage device 40 may include any type of computer
memory medium organized in any format, such as, for
example, a relational model database server, a hierarchical
database, an information management system, a virtual stor-
age access method server, a hard disk drive (HDD), a mag-
netic tape, a disk drive, a compact disk (CD) drive, an integral
or removable solid-state drive (SSD), or any other suitable
memory medium known in the art.

The processing device 42 may include any computer pro-
cessing device capable of numerical analysis, as required. For
example, in any embodiment, the processing device 42 may
be implemented using a mainframe computer, a server, a
desktop personal computer, a laptop computer, a notebook
computer, a tablet computing device, a mobile computing
device, or any other suitable computer processing device. In
any embodiment, the processing device 42 may further
include one or more memory devices, including but not lim-

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

6

ited to read-only memory (ROM), random access memory
(RAM), or a cache memory; one or more input/output (I/O)
devices, including but not limited to a monitor, a keyboard, or
apointing device; one or more storage devices, including but
not limited to a hard disk drive (HDD), a compact disk (CD)
drive, an integral or removable solid-state memory device
(SSD); a network connection interface; as well as other inte-
gral, peripheral or accessory computer components as are
known in the art.

The analog or digital data links 44 may include any con-
nective medium capable of transmitting analog or digital
data, as the specific application may require. For example, in
any embodiment, the data links 44 may be implemented using
any type of combination of known communications connec-
tions, including but not limited to digital data buses, a univer-
sal serial bus (USB), an Ethernet bus or cable, a wireless
access point, twisted pairs of wires, or the like. In any embodi-
ment, any portion or all of the data links 44 may be imple-
mented using physical connections, radio frequency or wire-
less technology. A person of ordinary skill in the art will
readily apprehend that any combination of numerous existing
or future data communication technologies may be imple-
mented in association with an embodiment of the invention.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a method of inferring the average
velocity of a flowing fluid mixture from observed concentra-
tions of a reacting constituent of the fluid in accordance with
the present invention is generally shown. In block 50, con-
centration measurements, or observations, may be collected
for the point of interest. For example, a time series of obser-
vations may be taken using a concentration sensor.

In block 52, the concentration measurements may be
received, for example, by an interface of the fluid flow veloc-
ity estimator of FIG. 2 receiving data-sets as input. The data-
sets may include concentrations of the constituent of interest
over a period of time. In block 54, an uncertainty description
may be received, including, for example, the energy bounds
for the noise in the concentrations observations, model error
and error in the initial condition.

In block 56, an a priori estimate may be developed as a
preliminary estimate of the fluid flow velocity. The measured
concentrations, uncertainty information, and a priori estimate
may be assimilated into a reactive transport model, in block
58, and a solution to the corresponding partial differential
equations may be found, in block 60, resulting in an a poste-
riori estimate of the average fluid flow velocity.

In block 62, an uncertainty estimate may be produced
regarding the estimated velocity. For example, a statistical
uncertainty estimate may include an ellipsoidal uncertainty
description.

An example of a specific reactive transport model that may
be implemented in an embodiment of a method for inferring
the average velocity of a flowing fluid mixture from observed
concentrations of a reacting constituent of the fluid may be
exemplified assuming the concentration, C(t,x), is advected
by the velocity field, u(t) that is uniform in space:

3,C+u(H)d,C-K(u)C=e(x,1), C(0.x)=Cy+e’(x) 3)

where C, is a given initial concentration, e is the model error
and e” models an error in the initial condition.

For example, a minimax flow estimation may be derived
from observations, or measurements, of constituent concen-
tration, assuming the relationship between the measurement
readings, Y %, and the concentration, C(t,x), is given in the

following form:

Y fame @ nCax)drdrn”, k-=TM, 15, Q)
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where g * encapsulates the gauge and v * stands for the obser-
vation noise, assuming that the domain Q is approximated by
a grid {(x,)}/~ and the observed value of the concentration
C(t,x):Q,~>[0,+) on the k-grid cell at time t€[t,,T] is rep-
resented by a real number Y *e[0,+).

The minimax flow estimation solution further may assume
that u(t) is a weak solution of the following equation:

u=A@Ou)+BOF) (52)

u(to)~fo

where f, is an uncertain initial condition, f(t) is a model error
and A, B are matrices the arise from the discretization.

The minimax estimate of the flow velocity may be deter-
mined given the observations, or readings, Y %, and assuming
that the uncertain parameters, e”, e, f,, and f, belong to the
given bounded convex sets, respectively, as well as that ) * are
independent scalar random variables with zero mean and
covariances R *.

Specifically, the minimax estimate of the flow velocity may
be constructed using the following iterative algorithm based
on duality principle. Given an initial guess for the flow veloc-
ity u*, and sensor readings in accordance with equation (4),
the minimax estimate C*of the concentration C*, corre-
sponding to u* through equation (3), may be constructed
using classical methods on state estimation for partial differ-
ential equations known in the art. .

Having constructed the minimax estimate C* as suggested
above, one may differentiate it with respect to x to obtain the
minimax estimate of 3,C*. The latter and u* may then be
substituted into equation (3) (2,C substitutes 3, C and the
reaction term K may be evaluated at =u*) and a system of
linear equations for C and u results. For this system the
minimax estimate of u and C may be constructed again using
sensor readings in accordance with equation (4). Repeating
these steps—that is, estimating the concentration for a fixed
flow velocity, u*, computing the gradient of the estimated
concentration, 3, C, plugging the gradient back into the equa-
tion (3), and again estimating the concentration and the flow
velocity—comprises an iterative algorithm. This algorithm
may be iterated until the obtained sequence of flow velocity
estimates converges.

An embodiment of the method disclosed for inferring the
average velocity of a flowing fluid mixture from observed
concentrations of a reacting constituent of the fluid may pro-
vide significant advantages over some existing solutions. An
embodiment may allow flow rate measurements, or observa-
tions, to be taken in existing system access locations that are
not suited to invasive installations of measurement equip-
ment. An embodiment may use concentration observation
data that is already being collected for other purposes. An
embodiment may permit reconstruction of the concentration
gradient across a conduit when only sparse observations are
provided. An embodiment may implement a flexible uncer-
tainty description in the form of ellipsoids and may provide a
guaranteed error estimate. An embodiment may utilize a pos-
teriori discretization, that is, the optimal estimate is analyti-
cally derived and equations are directly discretized for opti-
mal estimate, as opposed to seeking an estimate for the
discretized problem.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of

(b)
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code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s).

It should also be noted that, in some alternative implemen-
tations, the functions noted in the block may occur out of the
order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in
succession may, in fact, be executed substantially concur-
rently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse
order, depending upon the functionality involved. It will also
be noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented
by special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts, or combinations of special pur-
pose hardware and computer instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one more other features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ment components, and/or groups thereof.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
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that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described above with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks. The corresponding
structures, materials, acts, and equivalents of all means or step
plus function elements in the claims below are intended to
include any structure, material, or act for performing the
function in combination with other claimed elements as spe-
cifically claimed.

The description of the present invention has been presented
for purposes of illustration and description, but is not
intended to be exhaustive or limited to the invention in the
form disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention. The embodiment
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was chosen and described in order to best explain the prin-
ciples of the invention and the practical application, and to
enable others of ordinary skill in the art to understand the
invention for various embodiments with various modifica-
tions as are suited to the particular use contemplated.

The flow diagrams depicted herein are just one example.
There may be many variations to this diagram or the steps (or
operations) described therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention. For instance, the steps may be per-
formed in a differing order or steps may be added, deleted or
modified. All of these variations are considered a part of the
claimed invention.

While the preferred embodiment to the invention has been
described, it will be understood that those skilled in the art,
both now and in the future, may make various improvements
and enhancements which fall within the scope of the claims
which follow. These claims should be construed to maintain
the proper protection for the invention first described.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for estimating a fluid
flow velocity with a volumetric flow measurement device,
comprising:

receiving, with a processing device, a plurality of observa-

tions from the volumetric flow measurement device cor-
responding to a concentration of a constituent of a flow-
ing fluid mixture; and

computing, with the processing device, a final estimate of

an average velocity of the flowing fluid mixture based at
least in part on the observations so as to provide an
estimate of the volumetric flow rate without necessitat-
ing a dedicated flow measurement device, wherein the
constituent is undergoing a chemical reaction and the
computing implements a reactive transport model com-
prising the following partial differential equation:

aCx, 1)

aC(x, 1)
FTa

dx

+ Ku()C(x, 1),

wherein u is the velocity of the flowing fluid mixture,
C(x,t) is the concentration of the reacting constituent
at a location, X, and time, t, and the concentration
decays according to the first order constant, K.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
sensing a measured concentration of the reacting constitu-
ent at a location along a travel path of the flowing fluid
mixture; and
sending the measured concentration to the processing
device, wherein the measured concentration is one of the
observations.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating an
initial estimate of the average velocity of the flowing fluid
mixture, wherein the final estimate further is based at least in
part on the initial estimate.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising receiving an
estimate of the accuracy of the observations, wherein the final
estimate further is based at least in part on the estimate.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the constituent is chlo-
rine and the flowing fluid mixture includes water.

6. A computer-implemented method for estimating a fluid
flow velocity with a volumetric flow measurement device,
comprising:

receiving, with a processing device, a plurality of observa-

tions from the volumetric flow measurement device cor-
responding to a concentration of a constituent of a flow-
ing fluid mixture; and
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computing a final estimate of an average velocity of the
flowing fluid mixture based at least in part on the obser-
vations so as to provide an estimate of the volumetric
flow rate without necessitating a dedicated flow mea-
surement device, wherein the constituent is undergoing
chemical reaction and the computing implements a reac-
tive transport model, wherein the reactive transport
model comprises an iterative algorithm including the
following partial differential equation:

3,C+u(H)d,C-K(u)C=e(x,1), C(0.x)=Cy+e’(x)

where C, is a given initial concentration, e is the model error
and e® models an error in the initial condition, and the con-
centration decays according to a function of the velocity,
K.
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